WORD ALIVE

- Learning To Use The Sword Of The Spirit

(Adapted from UCCF new leader training weekend 2003)

As Christians we all know that the bible is important and that it holds many valuable truths that we should hear and respond to but how can we make sure were reading it right?  Is what were thinking right and how God applies it to us?  This brief document will attempt to help you start looking into some issues as to how to view and read the bible more effectively.

1. Our Speaking God

I’ve been a Christian ages and I’ve never heard him speak what are you on about?

Lets get this sorted, the first thing to be aware of is that we have a speaking God; his word can do miraculous and powerful things.  He can create (Gen 1:3) and he can recreate (2 Cor 4:6).  Gods not just involved with creation however, he speaks to us today through his word (the scriptures) also (Heb 3:7:15 cf Psalm 95:7-8).  I’m not saying God wont literally speak to you now, he can do anything! But lets stick to his word as we have it.

What’s it all about then?  This old testament stuff doesn’t seem to help me today!

Take a look at 1 Corinthians 10:6-13, these things (OT events) happened as examples and warnings to us!  Everything we go through is common to man (v13) and so the bible is a fantastic tool for us when we go through temptations and struggles.  Lets also take a look at 2 Timothy 3:15-17, how does this help us when reading the bible?  The scriptures are all about Jesus and his salvation plan - old and new, more even than this, they are God Breathed to thoroughly equip us, an amazing passage and great news, we are thoroughly equipped for every good work through the bible!

God Breathed??

Ok a quick exercise, try saying a sentence now without breathing….. having trouble?  Speech and breath go together, we can't speak without breathing, and the link in the bible is the same (Psalm 33:6), both by Gods word and by his breath are things created and given to us.

Hang on, I heard that God speaks to us through his spirit, why use the bible at all?

An interesting and true point but lets see what that statement actually means.  

Luke 4:18-19 
–The spirit is on Isaiah to preach good news to the spiritually poor

*John 3:5
–Must be born of water and spirit to enter kingdom of God

*James 1:18 
–God gave us birth through the word of truth
Eph 5:18-20 
-Be filled with the spirit…..

Col 3:16-17
-Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you…

*Eph 6:17
-The sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.

These passages all help show us what the work of Gods word and the spirit is.  They can seem to be contradictory if were reading them incorrectly, for instance if we must be born of water and spirit to enter heaven as Jesus says, how does this fit with being born of the word of truth as James says?  Well the main point to remember to answer this is the last passage, the sword of the spirit is the word of God, the bible, and so to be spoke to by the spirit all we need to do is open the bible and read it with Gods help!  This is how we can be born of spirit and word, they both do the same work.

2.  So Why Believe What We Do About The Bible?

So its Gods word and useful for everything, but how does that help me understand it?

Well as a disciple of our Lord Jesus our view of everything (including the bible) should become like his (Christ like).  So lets take a look at Jesus view:

a) Jesus claims that he is the way, the truth and the life.  He has been sent by God to provide a way to the Father and to bring all out of darkness into light (John 12:46, John 14:6).

b) His view of the Old Testament is that it is Gods word (Spirit spoken), provided by God and as such is everything that we have seen in the previous section (Matt 19:4-6, Mark 12:36).

c) His view on the New testament after his death and resurrection is that the spirit will be sent to help the apostles speak the truth and remind others of Jesus and his teaching.  The new testament is as much from God as is the old (Mark 3:14, John 14:26, John 16:12-13, 2 Peter 3:16).

So in our initial approach to the bible, as non-Christians, is that we encounter Jesus with no assumptions about the bible.  Then the spirit, through Gods word, brings you to faith in Jesus as Lord and now through Jesus lordship his view of scripture becomes ours and we can see how it all points to him.

Aha but it was written by men though, so surely cant be all right?

That’s one of the most amazing things about the bible, it’s the one place where the words of men are at one and the same time 100% the word of God (unlike bible commentaries – an important distinction).  Because of this it means that the bible is uniquely inerrant (entirely from God and so without error) and also authoritative (entirely from God and so binding on everyone).

(For references on inerrancy and authority see John 14:25-26, 16:12-14)

In our culture and world today this idea of the bible having authority over us is a difficult thing to grasp, but we must remember that it is from God, his amazing truth revealed to us, not having fell from the sky (a Qu’ran - like view) but being given us to encourage and equip us for every good work and to ensure we don’t stumble.

Ok, ok, so it's from God and all truth but I still don’t think I can understand half of it!

Big subject this one but lets see if we can give a few helpful points.  God has revealed himself to us in acts and words throughout history, one of those acts was ‘inscripturating’ what he revealed as the plan unfolded then, for the benefit, and as examples for us today.  This means that the text makes most sense when looked at in its context.  The main things we need to consider are:

a) Its Literary context – What style of writing is being used (poem, letter, song etc)

b) Its Historical context – The background to the people / places and times

c) Its Salvation-historical context – How does it point / help us see salvation in Jesus

So in English, What does it say on the page? (observation), What did it mean to them, then? (interpretation) and What does it mean to me now? (application).  This does mean hard work on our part but ultimately the amazing truths we discover about our salvation and how it fits into our lives is well worth the effort.

Like previously stated this subject is broad and complicated, all I’ve attempted here is a kind of ‘idiots guide to the bible’ which I’ve found as useful to write as I hope you have to read.  Feel free to look into this subject further and email any queries, rants, suggestions and corrections to dougalj@hotmail.com
