David Eaves

Scheme of Work for Geography

Unit 21 – How can we improve the area we see from our window?

Background Information:

The class consists of 24 mixed ability year 3 pupils.  The work will mostly be taken from the QCA Scheme of Work Unit 21 – How can we improve the area we see from our window?  This unit is an adaptation of Unit 6 – Investigating our local area.  The work leads on from Unit 1 where children investigated the local area and then moves on to looking at world localities, related to differing weather systems, in the following term (unit 7).

Frequency and Duration of Lessons:

The geography lessons take place on Wednesday afternoons after guided reading.  They last from 13:30 – 15:15 with a break from 14:15 – 14:30.  

The lessons run for 6 weeks with 1 ½ hours teaching per week, totaling 9 hours.

Links to the National Curriculum Programme of Study:

The following points from the National curriculum are covered by this unit:

Geographical enquiry and skills 

1)  In undertaking geographical enquiry, pupils should be taught to:
a)   ask geographical questions  [
 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.nc.uk.net/nc/contents/spacer_5_10.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


for example, 'What is this landscape like?', 'What do I think about it?']  
b)   collect and record evidence  [[image: image2.png]


for example, by carrying out a survey of shop functions and showing them on a graph[image: image3.png]


]  
d)   identify and explain different views that people, including themselves, hold about topical geographical issues  [[image: image4.png]


for example, views about plans to build an hotel in an overseas locality[image: image5.png]


]  


2)  In developing geographical skills, pupils should be taught:
a)   to use appropriate geographical vocabulary  [[image: image6.png]


for example, temperature, transport, industry[image: image7.png]


]  
b)   to use appropriate fieldwork techniques  [[image: image8.png]


for example, labelled field sketches[image: image9.png]


]  and instruments [for example, a rain gauge, a camera] 
c)  to use atlases and globes, and maps and plans at a range of scales  [[image: image10.png]


for example, using contents, keys, grids[image: image11.png]


] 

d)   to use secondary sources of information, including aerial photographs  [[image: image12.png]


for example, stories, information texts, the internet, satellite images, photographs, videos[image: image13.png]


]  
e)   to draw plans and maps at a range of scales  [[image: image14.png]


for example, a sketch map of a locality[image: image15.png]


]  
f)   to use ICT to help in geographical investigations  [[image: image16.png]


for example, creating a data file to analyse fieldwork data[image: image17.png]


]  
g)   decision making skills  [[image: image18.png]


for example, deciding what measures are needed to improve safety in a local street[image: image19.png]


] . 

Knowledge and understanding of places 

3)  Pupils should be taught:
a)   to identify and describe what places are like  [[image: image20.png]


for example, in terms of weather, jobs[image: image21.png]


]  
b)   the location of places and environments they study and other significant places and environments  [[image: image22.png]


for example,  places and environments  in the news[image: image23.png]


]  
d)   to explain why places are like they are  [[image: image24.png]


for example, in terms of weather conditions, local resources, historical development[image: image25.png]


]  
e)   to identify how and why places change  [[image: image26.png]


for example, through the closure of shops or building of new houses, through conservation projects[image: image27.png]


]  and how they may change in the future [for example, through an increase in traffic or an influx of tourists] 


Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes 

4)  Pupils should be taught to:
b)   recognise some physical and human processes  [[image: image28.png]


for example, river erosion, a factory closure[image: image29.png]


]  and explain how these can cause changes in places and environments. 
Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development 

5)  Pupils should be taught to:
a)   recognise how people can improve the environment  [[image: image30.png]


for example, by reclaiming derelict land[image: image31.png]


]  or damage it [for example, by polluting a river], and how decisions about places and environments affect the future quality of people's lives 
b)   recognise how and why people may seek to manage environments sustainably, and to identify opportunities for their own involvement  [[image: image32.png]


for example, taking part in a local conservation project[image: image33.png]


] . 
Breadth of study 

6)  During the key stage, pupils should be taught the  Knowledge, skills and understanding  through the study of two localities and three themes:
Localities 

a)  a locality in the United Kingdom
d)   how settlements differ and change, including why they differ in size and character  [[image: image34.png]


for example, commuter village, seaside town[image: image35.png]


] , and an issue arising from changes in land use [for example, the building of new housing or a leisure complex] 
Themes

a)  study at a range of scales local, regional and national
b)  study a range of places and environments in different parts of the world, including the United Kingdom and the European Union
c)  carry out fieldwork investigations outside the classroom.
Opportunities to Use ICT:

Week 1 – Some children will be given opportunity to word process work.

Cross-Curricular Links:

The work conducted in this unit fits in with the Art unit on Viewpoints which is running alongside this one.  The unit also incorporates several English objectives including poetry writing, note making / brainstorming and story writing.  Along with this Drama Role-play as part of English speaking and listening are also used in week 2.

Key Vocabulary to be Introduced:

The following vocabulary will be introduced through this unit:

· Land use, urban, rural

· Change, environmental change

· Features

· Environment, environmental quality

· Landscape

· Settlement, houses, shops, roads, gardens

· Transport, cars, lorries, motorbikes

· Woodland, trees, hills

· Water, river

· Wildlife, conservation

Outcomes
The work will be assessed using the standard objective recording sheet.  Completed work will be turned into a wall display of window view and changes using children’s work.
	Scheme of Work for
Geography


Year Group:
3


Term: 2 - Spring

	Focus
	Key Learning Objectives
	Outline of Content
	Resources
	Assessment

	Unit 21- The  Local Area
	To observe, ask and record geographical features.

To use secondary sources to identify main land uses and changes.


	Week 1:

Whole Class work – 

Go through the book and look at each of the collages.  Get children to state two changes they can see happening on each page, relate to land use.

Discuss ways the boy may be feeling on each page.

Make list on board of changes from starting page to final scene. Divide facts into two per page, one per child as book is passed round.

Table Group Work – 

Each table receives three sheets from the book, as a group they are to record main changes happening on each sheet, perhaps using brainstorms or other suitable means.

Independent Work – 

Children are to write a story using the pictures, focusing on land use, change and their own feelings.  (Some to word process work).

Extension of drawing one major change that has occurred to finish off work.


	- ‘Window’ by Jeannie Baker

- Whiteboard

- Photocopied sheets

- Group records paper

- Paper

- Pencils
	- From Class List

Are geographical features noted and observed by class?

Are changes in land use within the pictures noted in the groups and individuals work?

	
	To identify features of a local environment.

To be able to ask and respond to geographical questions.
	Week 2: 

Paired Table Group Work – 

Each group to be given a photograph of the school window.  Children are to note down main features of what can be seen in the photograph.  

One group at a time is to go to the actual window and note down specific features that can be seen ‘today’.

Changes between the two are to be noted.

Paired Work – 

Children to create questions for people involved with the view.  Questions to cover things such as; main features, land use, changes and reasons.

Pairs are to role play as Pupils, teachers, local home owners and local business owners.  Pre made questions are posed, answered and recorded.

Whole Class Discussion – 

Discuss what questions were posed, particularly relating to features.  Why do the children think that features are located as they are?


	- Clipboards

- Record Sheets

- Question and answer sheet

- Whiteboard
	- From Group Work

Are relevant features and changes observed and recorded by group?

- From Pupil’s Sheets

Can children ask and respond to geographical questions.

	
	To be able to use fieldwork skills to collect and organise evidence.

To be able to analyse evidence and communicate findings.
	Week 3: 

Whole Class Introduction – 

Discuss with children what they are aiming to get from fieldwork.  Discuss what needs to be recorded in order to remember and display data.

Hand out recording sheets with sketch space, note space, data space.

Whole Class Fieldwork On School Site – Children to go out to window view and fill in observation sheets focusing on selected features of view.

Whole Class Discussion  in Classroom – What were the main observations recorded by pupils.  

Individual Work - Sketches are to be redrawn and annotated with reference to features and changes.

Table Group Work – Tables to organise and create mountable annotations of window view photograph.  (To be continued next week if needed).


	- Clipboards

- Recording Sheets

- Paper

- Coloured Paper

- View photographs
	- From Fieldwork sheets

Can pupil gather appropriate evidence?

Is all evidence that was collected displayed well?

	
	To be able to use and interpret maps and plans.

To be able to create own plan of area from fieldwork evidence.
	Week 4:

Table Group Work – Display to be finished off from previous week.

Whole Class Work – Using a large scale base map of area children are to point out features that are visible from the window view.

Paired Work – Children are to analyse plan of window view and to draw main features onto the plan as evidenced from fieldwork.  Emphasise key.

Paired Extension work of detailing through pictures or words the same view in different seasons and how it may differ.


	- Large Scale Plan Map of School Area

- Close Up Basic Plan of View.


	- From Observation

Is Plan map understood by children?

Are children able to create own plan and symbols?

	
	To be able to use fieldwork skills to collect information.

To consider how people and phenomena affect the local environment.
	Week 5:

Whole Class Fieldtrip to Infant Courtyard – 

Get children to think about what they can see, hear and smell.  Back in classroom use whole class discussion to gather notes on what they discovered.

Individual Table Work – Each table to have a box of scenarios (night, factory next door, farm on school site etc).  Children to pick a scenario out and write down in note form some of the different things that would be experienced.

Once notes are gathered children are asked to write simple poems based upon their favourite scenario and what it would be like.  Encourage use of similes, metaphors and drafting techniques.


	- Paper


	- From Observation

Are appropriate terms used to describe experiences?

Are children considering the effects things can have on the environment?

	
	To be able to speculate about change in the local environment.

To be able to assess the environmental impact of change on the local environment.
	Week 6:

Table Paired Work –

What do children think of the school as seen from the window view today? Tables to turn over photographs of possible things that could happen to that view.  Children to discuss and feedback opinions on changes.

Independent Work – Children are to devise own alternate use for the school in the future and to draw and caption their alternate future.
Paired Work – Pairs to discuss the environmental impact that their proposed future change may have and how the community would be affected.

Whole Class Discussion – Discuss what the worst thing that could happen to the school would be, compare this with the best.  Look at the factors that make one thing better than the other, in particular environmental factors.


	- Doctored Scenario Pictures

- Paper / Pencils

- Whiteboard
	- From Pupil Work

Are children able to speculate on change in local environment?

Is the environmental impact of change understood by the pupils from their discussions?


